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Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst 

is an experienced Catholic educator, system leader
and facilitator who has a particular interest in
formation and training for boards and leaders in
Catholic organisations and in drawing out the wisdom
of teams and groups through facilitation. She was a
facilitator of communal discernment at the Plenary
Assemblies in 2021-2022.

AUDREY BROWN

M A S T E R  O F  C E R E M O N I E S  

BISHOP RENÉ RAMIREZ RCJ
Bishop René Ramirez is the ninth Bishop of
Sandhurst. A member of the Rogationists of
the Heart of Jesus, he has extensive
experience in parish ministry, spiritual
formation, education and leadership across
Australia and overseas.

Since arriving in Australia in 2015, 
Bishop René has worked closely with parish
communities navigating renewal, collaboration
and change, with a particular focus on
accompaniment, evangelisation and
strengthening participation in parish life.
Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne in
2024 and Bishop of Sandhurst in 2026, he
brings a warm, grounded and relational
approach to ministry, with a strong desire to
help people encounter faith through
community, prayer and service.

O P E N I N G  R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  C L O S I N G  

as 

moved from Mauritius to Australia to pursue tertiary
education in 1998. He has been a priest since 2010, after
a vocation to the priesthood was felt at WYD in 2002. 
He has been the Parish Priest of Caroline Springs,
Melbourne, since 2017. His interest in missionary renewal
came soon after starting as PP when he realised there is a
big gap between what it means to be a disciple of Christ
and what many baptised Catholics demonstrate. 

He was invited to be a member of an initial group of priests
to consider coaching in the area of missionary renewal. He
attended a Divine Renovation conference in Texas in 2022
together with two parishioners. The parish has taken this
path since 2021 and is still learning, while having some
‘runs on the board’. 

FR RICHARD ROSSE

ANN O’BRIEN
spent most of her career in the corporate world before
encountering Jesus in 2019 in a way she never knew
possible. That experience transformed her life and
sparked a desire to help others discover the same
encounter with Christ. In her parish, St Catherine of
Siena, Caroline Springs, Melbourne, she began serving on
the evangelisation team and later became the
Evangelisation Coordinator. Since 2022, she has been
part of the Parish Leadership Team, helping lead the
community from maintenance to mission and raising up
leaders for missionary renewal. 

Ann now feels she is finally living the life God created her
to live—joyfully, purposefully, and wholeheartedly on
mission. She takes to heart the parish vision inspired by
the words of St Catherine of Siena: “Be who God meant
you to be and you will set the world on fire”. 

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R S  22&21 AUGUST
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Fr Richard Rosse and Ann O’Brien 

What’s the Mission and What Does That Mean
Today? 

The mission that Jesus gave the Church to ‘go and make
disciples’ (Matt 28:19-20) has not changed, but the social
and cultural world in which our church communities are
immersed and to which they are sent is now vastly
different to the world of only a few generations ago. This
has huge implications for how the Church carries out
Jesus’ commission in ways that bear the ‘fruit’ that he
envisaged, commanded and empowered us for.
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Fr Richard Rosse and Ann O’Brien 
 
Growing as Communities of Mission 

To grow as Communities of Mission within the co-mission
of Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we would be
wise to take notice of what’s producing ‘fruit’ in parishes
that have intentionally set out on a mission-focused path.
This encompasses leadership and parish culture,
parishioners growing as disciples rather than consumers,
calling forth gifts not filling ‘job gaps’, knowing the
essential Good News and being able to authentically
communicate it.  
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About the Keynote Speakers

Fr Richard Rosse PP and Ann O'Brien, Parish Evangelisation
Coordinator, are from Caroline Springs Parish, western
Melbourne.  They will share their insights and lived experience
creating a community of belonging and growing as community
of mission. 

Caroline Springs Parish (St Catherine of Siena) stands out for
its intentional, community-driven approach to missionary
discipleship. Built in a rapidly expanding demographic hub in
Melbourne’s west, the parish has carefully cultivated a
vibrant, family-centric culture that actively engages its
culturally diverse and young population.
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8:30 AM Registration & Morning Tea
Gather at Riverlinks 

3:45 

10:50 Keynote 
What is the mission and what
does that mean today? 

11:45 Interparish Discussion 2
What we heard/learnt 

12:45 Seminar Group 1 

1:55 Seminar Group 2 

3:05 Intergenerational,
Interparish Discussion 
What we share

9:30 Greeting 
Acknowledgment of Country 

9:45 Prayer 
Bishop René Ramirez Reflection
Understanding the mission lens in all
that we do. 

10:15 Interparish Discussion 1
What are we about today? 

8:30 AM Registration & Morning Tea
Gather at Riverlinks 

10:15 Interparish Discussion 3
What stood out for me yesterday? 
What are we about today? 

10:25 Keynote 
Growing as Communites of Mission.

11:20 What we learnt
Interparish Discussion 4

11:45 Seminar Group 1

1:25 Seminar Group 2

9:30 Greeting 
Acknowledgment of Country 
Outline of the Day

12:50 PM Lunch

2:30 Intergenerational, 
Interparish Discussion 

3:15 

21 AUGUSTF R I D A Y 22 AUGUSTS A T U R D A Y

Mass

4:30 Finish 

Introduction & Outline of the Day

12:15 PM Lunch

SEMINAR OPTIONSSEMINAR OPTIONSSEMINAR OPTIONS   SEMINAR OPTIONS 

Friday 12:45 pm & Friday 12:45 pm & Friday 12:45 pm & Saturday 11:45 amSaturday 11:45 amSaturday 11:45 amFriday 12:45 pm & Saturday 11:45 am

A Change of Era -                    
Sent on Mission in our Time 
A Change of Era -                    
Sent on Mission in our Time 

AAAA
Mick Chalkley

Intentional about Gospel Mission & Pastoral
Outreach?  -   Make a Plan. Carry it Out.  
Intentional about Gospel Mission & Pastoral
Outreach?  -   Make a Plan. Carry it Out.  
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Christine Sebire 

Growing as a Community of Mission -                    
Going from maintenance to mission 
Growing as a Community of Mission -                    
Going from maintenance to mission 
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Fr Richard Rosse & Ann O’Brien

Good News is to be LIved and Shared -                    
Evangelisation at the Heart of Mission 
Good News is to be LIved and Shared -                    
Evangelisation at the Heart of Mission 

Kim Butler, Fr Nathan Verallo 

Mission & Synodality -                    
Essential to Each Other in Parish and School
Mission & Synodality -                    
Essential to Each Other in Parish and School
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The Eucharist  -                    
A Divine Mystery to be Encountered, Celebrated,
Lived 
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Lived 
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Very Rev. Dr Brian Boyle 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults -                    
Core Parish Businesss
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults -                    
Core Parish Businesss

CCCC
Anthony Kilmartin & Mary Zobec

Mission to Care for Creation -                    
A Mission for all 
Mission to Care for Creation -                    
A Mission for all 

EEEE

Melina Ey & Kerry Stone 

Youth Ministry  -                    
Journey from Encounter to Discipleship 
Youth Ministry  -                    
Journey from Encounter to Discipleship 
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Geoff Gowdie

Seminar Group 1Seminar Group 1Seminar Group 1   Seminar Group 1 

Seminar Group 2Seminar Group 2Seminar Group 2Seminar Group 2
Friday 1:55 pm & Friday 1:55 pm & Friday 1:55 pm & Saturday 1:25 pmSaturday 1:25 pmSaturday 1:25 pmFriday 1:55 pm & Saturday 1:25 pm

The Five Systems of Parish Mission Renewal                
Renewing Structures for Mission 
The Five Systems of Parish Mission Renewal                
Renewing Structures for Mission 
Fr Richard Rosse & Ann O’Brien
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Evangelisation in Practice Today   -                    
Essential for Growing a Community of Mission  
Evangelisation in Practice Today   -                    
Essential for Growing a Community of Mission  
Fr Richard Rosse & Ann O’Brien
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Dr Chris Cotter, Fr Junray Rayna, Fr Novelito Lim 

Leadership for Mission  -                    
Key to Growing a Community of Mission  
Leadership for Mission  -                    
Key to Growing a Community of Mission  
Fr Richard Rosse & Ann O’Brien
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3:00 Bishop René Ramirez
Go – Advance on the mission
Jesus has given us.

Wrap-up Looking ahead 3:15 

Finish 3:30 
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